Final Draft Text for Scientist Letter to MEF Leaders

On July 9th, the leaders of seventeen of the world’s largest economies will meet in L’Aquila, Italy at the
Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate (MEF).

As scientists from the MEF countries, we come together to call on our government leaders to recognize
both the unacceptable risks that climate change creates for our societies, and the unprecedented
opportunities a clean energy, low-carbon transition creates for our economies.

Specifically, we ask the leaders to take five steps in L’Aquila that will support a successful outcome in the
global climate negotiations in Copenhagen in December, and start the world forward on the path to low-
carbon prosperity:

1. Recognize that present global warming of 0.8° C above pre-industrial levels is already having a
significant impact, and that warming exceeding 2° C predicted for later this century would
create great risks and have irreversible consequences

2. Commit to peak global greenhouse gas emissions by no later than 2020 and reduce them by at
least 50% relative to 1990 levels by 2050

3. For developed countries, commit to emissions reductions of at least 80% relative to 1990 by
2050 with appropriate intermediate targets set in time for Copenhagen

4. For developing countries, commit by Copenhagen to significant gains in energy efficiency,
reductions in carbon intensity, and cuts in non-CO, greenhouse gas emissions over the next two
decades; this should be designed to support sustainable development and to lead to substantial
reduction from business-as-usual emissions

5. Recognize that the impacts of existing changes in climate are primarily due to past emissions by
developed nations, and that unless the burden of poverty in developing nations is alleviated by
significant financial support for mitigation, adaptation, and the reduction of deforestation, the
ability of developing countries to pursue sustainable development is likely to diminish, to the
economic and environmental detriment of all

Limiting climate change and providing clean, secure sources of energy will ensure long-term
sustainability and well being to all countries. The world is looking to the MEF leaders to act on this
challenge and to seize this immense opportunity. The time for bold leadership is now.
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