
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMY AWARD®-NOMINATED DIRECTOR LESLIE IWERKSʼ 
DIRTY OIL NARRATED BY NEVE CAMPBELL 

EPISODIC WORLD PREMIERE ON BABELGUM SEPTEMBER 8, 2010 
COINCIDES WITH DVD RELEASE AND CALGARY FILM FESTIVAL SCREENING 

 
The First Feature-Length Documentary to Explore the Irreversible Repercussions 

Associated with the Development of the Oil Sands of Alberta, Canada 
 

Dirty Oil is the First Original Feature-Film Production from Babelgum 
 
 
New York / London (September 8, 2010)—Digital broadcast network Babelgum announced today the world 
premiere of Leslie Iwerksʼ feature-length documentary Dirty Oil as a customized episodic series on its free-to-
view Web and mobile platforms. The online debut of Babelgumʼs first feature-film production is timed to coincide 
with the filmʼs upcoming UK DVD release on September 13 and a showcase screening in the “Green Screen” 
series at the Calgary International Film Festival on September 25.  
 
Neve Campbell narrates this powerful behind-the-scenes film, directed by Academy-Award® and Emmy® 
nominated director Leslie Iwerks (Recycled Life, The Pixar Story, and the upcoming Tom Cruise—narrated 
documentary Industrial Light & Magic: Creating the Impossible) about the “black gold rush” taking place in Northern 
Albertaʼs oil sands. Americaʼs thirst for oil fuels “the largest industrial project on the planet today”—with Alberta 
replacing the Middle East as the number one supplier of oil to the US. The boon to Alberta tax coffers comes at a 
significant cost to the downstream communities, their health, and the environment—and has pitted these 
communities against the industry that sustains some of their prosperity, as well as their own government.  
 
“Iʼm happy to be releasing a serialized version of my film to viewers around the world through Babelgumʼs unique 
streaming platforms,” said Leslie Iwerks. “As fallout from the BP oil spill in the Gulf continues to make headlines 
week to week, the increasingly heavy reliance on Albertaʼs tar sands to fuel homes and automobiles in the U.S. has 
come under renewed scrutiny. I canʼt think of a better time to make Dirty Oil available to the widest possible 
audience.” 
 
Last week, articles in The New York Times, The Calgary Sun, and other media outlets pointed to troubling new 
developments surrounding the Alberta oil sands, including a National Academy of Sciences study that found higher 
levels of pollutants downstream from the open-pit mines that exceeded permissible standards, a contention 
residents in nearby communities with higher-than-normal cancer rates have long maintained. On the eve of the 
filmʼs screening at the Calgary Film Festival, Canadian news broadcasters have also called attention to another 
bureaucratic firestorm brewing within Albertaʼs provincial quarters. Premiere Ed Stelmach and Lindsey Blackett 
have been reportedly ʻfumingʼ over Albertaʼs $54,000 subsidy of Dirty Oil, while the government has been spending 
$25 million on a re-branding campaign to “clean up” the provinceʼs environmental reputation. 
 
“Weʼre proud of Leslie and proud of this original production,” said Karol Martesko-Fenster, SVP and General 
Manager of Babelgumʼs Film & Animation Division, “which really brings home the environmental costs of our 
reliance on oil. As always, we strive to support and highlight a wide range of feature documentaries, not only by 
distributing them on the Web and through our free mobile application for smartphones, but by funding projects we 
feel passionate about. Dirty Oil has an up-to-the-minute timeliness and a serious message that urgently needs to be 
heard.” 



DIRTY OIL - LONG SYNOPSIS 
 

It is a little known fact that America imports the majority of its oil from Canada and not the Middle East. For years, 
Americans have been fueling what has been touted as the largest and most polluting industrial project on the planet 
today.  Extracting oil from tar sands is seen by many as highly inefficient; it emits three times more greenhouse gas 
emissions than conventional oil, uses four times as much water and heat per barrel of oil, and takes the energy 
equivalent of two barrels of oil to produce three. The demand and toll this process is taking on the land, air, water 
and wildlife around the Athabasca River and the downstream communities from Ft. McMurray is not only toxic but 
also irreversible. 
 
The first high profile U.S. /Canadian film to delve into this issue, Dirty Oil dramatically explores the battle between 
industry, government, local communities and environmentalists. From the heart of the oils sands in Northern 
Alberta, the film follows the pipelines to the Midwest refineries in the United States to witness how refineries such 
as BP, much like their Canadian counterparts, try to surreptitiously increase toxic dumping into the Great Lakes. 
These disturbing stories profoundly illustrate the price dirty oil is taking on both sides of the border. On a more 
positive note, after eight years of the Bush government run by oil interests, Dirty Oil also tracks the shifting tide of 
progress with the Obama Administrationʼs introduction of greener and more sustainable policies that will help 
reduce our dependence on oil. There is hope for our addiction to oil, and Dirty Oil explores and inspires new 
possibilities and actions for our planet and the future. 
 
Narrated by Canadian actress and environmentalist Neve Campbell, this much anticipated feature documentary 
from Academy Award®–nominated director Leslie Iwerks (Recycled Life, The Pixar Story, The Hand Behind the 
Mouse – The Ub Iwerks Story) goes deep behind-the-scenes into the strip-mined world of Northern Alberta, 
Canada.  The film is produced by Mark Cranwell, Philip Alberstat, and Randy Bradshaw and co-produced by Leslie 
Iwerks.  Dirty Oil is the first original feature film production from Babelgum. 

*** 
About Babelgum (www.babelgum.com) 
Babelgum is an integrated web and mobile video content platform free for users and supported by advertising available on-
demand to a global audience. Babelgum Mobile is an original application currently available in the United States, UK, Italy, 
Germany, France and Spain which brings regionally tailored programming to smart phones – at present iPhone, iPod Touch, 
and Android  - via 3G and WiFi (www.babelgum.com/mobile).  
 
Positioned between user generated video hubs and network TV-oriented destinations, Babelgum focuses on the third part of the 
ecosystem: innovative, editorially curated and professionally produced content on very specific passions – music, comedy, film, 
animation, urban culture, nature, and the environment. Babelgumʼs programming is comprised of exclusive original productions 
as well as independent and mainstream titles. Babelgumʼs content partners include, among others, EMI, Sony Music, the New 
York Times, Funny or Die, PBS, BBC, VBS, Lonely Planet, Coolhunting, National Geographic, ContentFilm International, Shine 
Limited, Cinetic Rights Management, iThentic, Gong Anime, FilmBuff, WorkBook Project, Cinelan, Reverse Shot, Shooting 
People, Film Independent, Power to the Pixel, and the Spirit Awards as well as the Encounters, Los Angeles, and Hamptons film 
festivals.  
 
The company has also set up a series of online contests to nurture independent film, music and art talent: the Babelgum Online 
Film Festival, the Babelgum Music Video Awards and the Babelgum Metropolis Art Prize, chaired respectively by Spike Lee 
(BOFF1 & 2), Michel Gondry, and Isabella Rossellini.   
 
Babelgum is an independent and privately held company with offices in the UK, United States, and Italy. 
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